THE «75"2PToy STAR

Destination Galleries Raise the Bar

By Elizabeth Fazolino

(524, 2007) — —ﬁ
Three Kast End

callenes, The

Fireplics Project, 4 . \

Saloman
Contemporary, and
e Silas Marder
Gallerv, are alla bit
hard ta find and
none is quite what
you'd expedt. The The Silas Marder Gallery and sculpture garden in
lirst is in an ohl gas  Bridgehamatan

sttion in Springs,

the seeond is in o windowless spaee in an industrin park oft Rovte 114,
and the third is housad in a glant bam adjacent to King Xullen.

Wwith a refreshing lack of hautcur, cach offers o fresh alternative to run-
of-the-mill art galleries and an ambianee that allows visitors to foel
aenfident abont their nwn laste i conlempory el

The Fireplace Gallery opened last vear i the tovmer Talmage's Garage
an Speings-Fireplace Raad, a quarder mile fram the Polledc-Krsner Tonse
and Study Center, Founded by Fdsel Williames, an ant dealer who divides
his time between East Hampton, New York City, and Miami, the gallery
brings eutting-edge art coupled with a unigue social sensibility to a quirky

It spnners Hast really worles,

M Williams's gallery opened for the s2ason last Satunday and there are
sovien shows planned from now through October, “I'm about presenting

artizts, not pepresenting them,” Me. Williams said. "1 invite diffevent
peple Loewrsle ad now peaple e skt Lo omme Lo me”

On June go. David Salle, a part-time East Hampton resident and
printer, will curmte a groap show teaturing e work of Jack Piessan,
Catherine Sullivan, Amy Sullivan, Michael Dremans, Gary Stephan, and
Andrew Lord, as well a= other voung artists,

In 1997, Roberta Smith wrote in The New York Times, “For American ant
of the 198us, Salle’s painting stands out &= one of its ereat and most
paradigmatic schievements”

On July 21, the gallery will present "Siesta Forever, Come On and Sing
My Song,” a =ola show of work by Hadand Miller. Me. Miller, an aitist and
aowniter, lesd recraved] recognition lor his gainbmgs in Hhe 1080% amd 1990,
and then weat on to write a novel, “Slow Down Arthur, Stick to Thirty,” On
view will be a s21ies of paintings inspived by the dust ecvers of Penguin
assie hooks and seen Huough e lers of Pop Arl.



Next up will be
“What's Your
Hobby,” corated by
Belh DeWeoody, a
philanthropist and
ollectar known for
hoer amazing cve, OF
oourse, it's
impesitle 1o tell
whitt the show will
foens on, but
Leonard Barton, the
proprietor of
Bravura Art amd
Ofsescls in
Southampton,
provided a cryptic
clue. He said that
M, DeWody laves
to go through his
bottomless

<L Lolrak
James Saomen in froat of “Crooked Year™ by Sally  solloction, culled
Eghers

Tom the esbtes ol
T artists, amd
fuclod by bis passion for collecting that began when he was only 7 vears
old.

The show will include worls by the Neistat Brothers, Jeff Koons, and
Damicn Hirst.

Salomon Contemporary, which is more of @ warchovse than gallery, on
Plank Road betwoen Sag Harbor and East Hampton, could be called James
Salomon’s hobiby when he's nol working at the My Baone (ellery on
Filth Avenue in New York City, The simple spane space acts like o vacnem
zcaled capenle to showease art through simple minimalism, espeeially
when the giant industrial doors are raiand and late afterncon light flands
the roou.

“Surface 1o Aje,” the first of six shows this sommer, will open on June 3
witha new selection of patntings by Sally Egbert, an East Hamplon
resident. There will he s reception from 2 to 5 pan., hosted by poets Max
Rlagg and Glenn O Trien, oo-fonndens of Bald Fgo, a literany and arls
jourmal,

“Sally Fghert,” Mr. Blagg wrote, “hrings vou down By the seashore, 1o
obscrve the beaten sihver beauty of the spring tide, shows you where cach
leaf connects to its branch, reconfigares the miraculous patterns of trees in

winler.”

Next up, onJuly 5owill be a mysterious show by a garn of conceptual art,
Law renee Weiner. “A Means Lo Eond” will present ane ol e arlist’s
swature nstallations featuring language as o metaphor for phvseal
creation. Mr, Weiner, who is perhaps best known for saving that “art nooed
not be built,” has promised an installation with special relevance Lo the
East End of Loag leland. [Uwill be “absclutely poetic, and charnung, and
Beantiful,” Mr. Ssloman saxd inoan e-mail,



The third gallery that deserves to be a destination this summer is the
Silas Marder Gallery on Snake Hollow Road in Bridgehampton. ‘Lhe
zallery. on 13 acves at Marders Nursery, can be challenging to find because
iU bk b el swliich i bas psrintings, and which Isoen s plants and
fertilizer, but feendly Eindscapers will point vou in the right direction,

Last week, the Lt show ol the ssssan apened featuring work by 50
artists. Tn this seeond annual “Iig” show, artists wene given three 8-inch-
bu-1u-inch canvascs to work on and the results are on free-standing pancls
and on walls in a cavernons ham. which was built for the nurs2ry more
Hhan 10 yenes ago.

Lo addition to the indcor gallery space M. Marder bas an installation of
catdoor seulpture Hhal s work i pragress, Ths year an caldoor reom
has been erafted with a hedge of crape mvrtle and red twig dogwood.
Sculpture by William King, Hans Van de Bovenkamp, Michael Reech, and
Ivan Kitson, will be on view in June, And beginning Aug. 15, theve will Te
a wevkend-Jong “shed show” transtarming the many smadl etility buildings
an the praperty inte life-size dioramas filled with artwork.

I July, the gallery hosts o free autdeor Friday night Blm series
beginning Friday, July a0, with a screening of “The Battle of Algiers,” To
view the Mlickering black and white film on a summer night, surrounded by
the surreal display of nursz2ry shrabs and caefully placed boulders, oay
not sound Bke s typieal way to spemd a night in “the Tamptons” bat it
miight be just the thing to prampt aadiences o panse and bil the mesel
button, (It is sugpestod that guests take their own blankets and beach
chairs.)



